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CIRRHOSIS : PRESENCE THROUGHOUT THE LIVER OF 

ANNULAR FIBROUS SEPTA THAT SUBDIVIDE THE 

PARENCHYMA INTO NODULES 

(W.H.O, P. Anthony, 1978)
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The WHO definition of cirrhosis

ÅA compact and unambiguous description of an 
histological entity

ÅHighly reproducible between pathologists

ÅHighly relevant : strong clinico-pathological 
correlation

ÅSupposed to accomodate to any etiology
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Alcohol Hep B

AIH PSC



ÅRelevance of WHO definition for NAFLD: one 
word does not fit all

ÅLessons from NAFLD : progression to cirrhosis

ÅRegression of NASH cirrhosis 
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Agenda



Explanted liver from a 60 yrs old female with metabolic syndrom and end-stage 

liver disease (NAFLD-related cirrhosis)

The WHO definition works perfectly well with NAFLD cirrhosis 



NAFLD-related cirrhosis: one word does not fit all

ÅNAFLD: a 2-dimensional chronic liver disease  
Activity + Fibrosis

ïActivity : NASH cirrhosis vs NAFLD-related cirrhosis

ïFibrosis: Incomplete ςearly ςestablished cirrhosis
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ACTIVITY

Many shades in NAFLD cirrhosis

Cryptogenic cirrhosis NAFLD-related cirrhosis NASH cirrhosis           


